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What is the ERF?
The Expanded Response Fund (ERF) is a humanitarian fund for Iraq which has been operational since 2007.  The ERF has the aim to help fill critical humanitarian gaps within different sectors through readily available flexible funding for emergency response to:
1. Save lives and protect threatened livelihoods
2. Meet critical short-term humanitarian needs
3. Respond to sudden-onset complex humanitarian emergencies

The ERF is managed by OCHA on behalf of the Humanitarian Coordinator of the United Nations Iraq Program.  Iraq is one of 18 countries where OCHA is currently operating an ERF emergency program.
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Statistics on the ERF: 
Since the inception of the Iraq ERF 94 projects have been implemented by 55 humanitarian organizations.   From the chart below, it can be noted that to date, 71% of Iraq ERF Fund recipients are Iraqi National NGOs.  The next highest recipient category has been International NGO’s at 26%.  During February the ERF funded its first ERF for a UN Agency, representing only 2%.  Nearly half (or 44%) of all partners have received more than one grant between 2007 & early 2010.    

Over the duration of the program the ERF has provided a majority of its funding to the shelter/NFI sector at 30% of all projects.  The next most commonly funded sector is food at 24%,  and water and sanitation at 22%.   
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Iraq ERF Program Financial Summary

OCHA Geneva Funds  ITF Funds Total of All Funds

Total contributions (100% Grants) 9,333,139 $              13,666,719 $            22,999,858 $                        

Total commitment to grants 8,831,907 $              7,496,483 $              16,328,390 $                        

balance to disburse till end of 2010 501,232 $                 6,170,236 $              6,671,468 $                          

*spending rate averages US$1 million per month
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Type of Organizations funded by ERF Actual Disbursement of Total Funds by Sector

Type of Partner # Partners Total budget  %

National NGO 40 Food  3,439,546 $              24

International NGO 15 Shelter  4,370,444 $              30

UN Agencies 1 Water 3,200,725 $              22

Total 56 Health 1,479,944 $              10

Education  810,405 $                 6

Agriculture 877,060 $                 6

Protection  278,011 $                 2

Number of Projects Per Organization Total Disbursments 14,456,135 $            100

1 project 31

2 projects 14

3 projects 4

4 projects 6

5 projects 1

Total 56


